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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS  

18 UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

2019– Assistant Professor of Business Law, Stephen M. Ross School of Business 

2023– Assistant Professor of Philosophy (by courtesy) 
  

 HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

2017–19 Climenko Fellow & Lecturer in Law, Harvard Law School 
  

  

EDUCATION  

 UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

2015 PhD in Philosophy 

2012 JD magna cum laude 
  

 COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
2006 BA cum laude in Philosophy, Economics 

  

  

LAW REVIEW PUBLICATIONS  

12. Kyle D. Logue, W. Robert Thomas, & Jeffery Y. Zhang, Sanctioning Negligent Bankers (under review) 
  

11. W. Robert Thomas, Does the State Have an Obligation Not to Enforce the Law?, 101 WASH. U.L. REV. __ 
(forthcoming 2024) 

  

10. W. Robert Thomas & Mihailis E. Diamantis, Branding Corporate Criminals, 92 FORDHAM L. REV. __ 
(forthcoming 2024) (SSRN) 

  

9. W. Robert Thomas & Mihailis E. Diamantis, A Marketing Pitch for Corporate Criminal Law, 2 STETSON 

BUS. L. REV. 1 (2023) (inaugural symposium issue) (pdf)  
  

8. Mihailis E. Diamantis & W. Robert Thomas, But We Haven’t Got Corporate Criminal Law!, 46 J. CORP. 
L. 991 (symposium issue) (pdf)  

  

7. W. Robert Thomas, Corporate Criminal Law Is Too Broad—Worse, It’s Too Narrow, 53 ARIZ. ST. L.J. 199 
(pdf), reprinted in 70 DEF. L.J. (2022)   

  

6. W. Robert Thomas, The Conventional Problem with Corporate Sentencing (and One Unconventional Solution), 
24 NEW CRIM. L. REV. 397 (symposium issue) (pdf) 

  

5. W. Robert Thomas, Incapacitating Criminal Corporations, 72 VAND. L. REV. 905 (pdf) 
  

mailto:wrtrw@umich.edu
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=4384262
https://www.stetson.edu/law/business-law-review/media/Diamantis%20-%20Final.pdf
https://jcl.law.uiowa.edu/articles/2022/09/we-havent-got-corporate-criminal-law
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3720121
https://online.ucpress.edu/nclr/article-abstract/24/3/397/117806/The-Conventional-Problem-with-Corporate-Sentencing?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://cdn.vanderbilt.edu/vu-wp0/wp-content/uploads/sites/278/2019/04/30121654/Incapacitating-Criminal-Corporations.pdf
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4. W. Robert Thomas, Making Sense of Corporate Criminals: A Tentative Taxonomy, 45 GEO. J.L. & PUB. 
POL’Y 775 (symposium issue) (pdf) 

  

3. W. Robert Thomas, How and Why Corporations Became (and Remain) Persons Under the Criminal Law, 45 
FLA. ST. U. L. REV. 479 (pdf)  

  

2. W. Robert Thomas, The Ability and Responsibility of Corporate Law to Improve Criminal Fines, 78 OHIO ST. 
L.J. 601 (pdf) 

  

1. W. Robert Thomas, On Strict Liability Crimes: Preserving Criminal Intent in an Intent-Free Moral World, 110 
MICH. L. REV. 647 (student note) (pdf) 

  

  

SHORTER WORKS  

4. W. Robert Thomas, White-Collar Crime: Myths or Mythos?, CRIM. JUST. ETHICS (forthcoming 2024) (reviewing 
MIRIAM H. BAER, MYTHS AND MISUNDERSTANDINGS OF WHITE-COLLAR CRIME (2023)) 

  

3. Mihailis E. Diamantis & W. Robert Thomas, White-Collar Crime, in PALGRAVE HANDBOOK ON THE 

PHILOSOPHY OF CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY (Ken Levy & Raff Doneslon eds.) (forthcoming 2025)  
  

2. W. Robert Thomas, Prosecution Agreements, and Federal Sentencing Guidelines, in THE CONCISE 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF COMPLIANCE LAW (Edward Elgar Pub.) (forthcoming 2025) 
  

1. W. Robert Thomas & Mihailis E. Diamantis, A Marketing Pitch for Corporate Criminal Law, CLS BLUE 

SKY BLOG, Aug. 25, 2022 (link) 
  

  

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS &  INVITED TALKS * 

 Sanctioning Negligent Bankers 
JUN 2024 National Business Law Scholars Conference; UC Davis School of Law 
MAR 2024 Faculty Workshop; University of Iowa College of Law 

 

 

 Does the State Have an Obligation Not to Obey the Law? 
JAN 2024 Symposium on Criminal Law Minimalism, Washington University Law School 

 

 

 Corporate Shame and Criminal Punishment 
JUN 2023 Corporate and Securities Law Section; Law & Society Association Annual Conference 

AUG 2022 Academy of Legal Studies in Business Annual Conference 

JUL 2022 Crimfest! Annual Conference; Cardozo School of Law 

JUL 2022 Junior Scholars in Legal Studies Series; University of Georgia Terry College of Business * 

JUN 2022 National Business Law Scholars Conference; University of Oklahoma College of Law  

MAY 2022 Marquell Memorial Criminal Justice Colloquium; New York Law School 
 

 

 Branding Corporate Criminals 
JAN 2024 Faculty Workshop; Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law 

AUG 2023 Society for Business Ethics Annual Conference 

JUN 2023 ComplianceNet Annual Conference, ComplianceNet 

APR 2023 Legal Theory Workshop, University of Iowa College of Law 

 
* Denotes virtual participation. 

https://www.law.georgetown.edu/public-policy-journal/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2019/12/17-S-Thomas.pdf
https://ir.law.fsu.edu/lr/vol45/iss2/4/
https://kb.osu.edu/bitstream/handle/1811/81538/OSLJ_V78N3_0601.pdf
https://repository.law.umich.edu/mlr/vol110/iss4/3/
https://clsbluesky.law.columbia.edu/2022/08/25/a-marketing-pitch-for-corporate-criminal-law/
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SEP 2022 Chicagoland Junior Scholars Conference; Loyola University Chicago School of Law 

JUN 2022 Big Ten & Friends Colloquium; Michigan Ross School of Business (co-organizer) 

JUN 2022 National Business Law Scholars Conference; University of Oklahoma College of Law  

APR 2022 Faculty Workshop; University of Iowa College of Law  

FEB 2022 Symposium: White Collar Crime: A Look into The Past, Present, and Future; Stetson College of Law *  

JAN 2022 Young Scholars Legal Research Workshop * 
 

 

 But We Haven’t Got Corporate Criminal Law! 
MAR 2023 Corporate Governance Seminar, Richmond Law School 

FEB 2022 Hosmer-Hall Interdisciplinary Research Presentation; Ross School of Business 

OCT 2021 Symposium: Imagining a World Without Corporate Criminal Law; Georgetown Law & the Wharton 
School of Business 

 

 

 Stakeholder Governance Through Corporate Punishment 
JUL 2023 Summer Stakeholder Series, University of Virginia Darden School of Business 

JUN 2020 Junior Scholars in Legal Studies Series; University of Georgia Terry College of Business * 

JUN 2020 National Business Law Scholars Conference; University of Tennessee Law School * 

AUG 2019 Academy of Legal Studies in Business Annual Conference 

JUL 2019 Criminal Law and Theory Workshop; University of Toronto Faculty of Law 
 

 

 Is Shareholder Wealth Maximization a Decision-Making Procedure? 
AUG 2022 Young Scholars Legal Research Workshop * 
 

 

 Corporate Punishment and the Limits of Stigma 
AUG 2022 Legal Philosophy Workshop; Southeastern Association of Law Schools Annual Conference 

JUL 2021 Crimfest! Annual Conference; Brooklyn Law School * 

JAN 2021 Symposium: New Topics in Sentencing Theory; New Criminal Law Review * 
 

 

 What is the SEC Doing If Not Punishing Bad Actors? 
AUG 2021 Academy of Legal Studies in Business Annual Conference * 

JUL 2021 National Business Law Scholars Conference; University of Tennessee Law School * 
 

 

 Corporate Criminal Law is Too Broad—Worse, It’s Too Narrow 
JAN 2021 Works in Progress Panel; Criminal Justice Section, American Association of Law Schools * 

OCT 2020 Normative Business Ethics Workshop; Carol and Lawrence Zicklin Center for Business Ethics 
Research, Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania * 

AUG 2020 Academy of Legal Studies in Business Annual Conference * 

JUL 2020 Crimfest! Annual Conference; Cardozo School of Law * 

JUN 2020 National Business Law Scholars Conference; University of Tennessee Law School * 

FEB 2020 Big Ten & Friends Colloquium; University of Indiana Kelley School of Business 

JAN 2020 Blue Bag Lunch Series; University of Michigan Center on Finance, Law, and Policy 

AUG 2019 Legal Philosophy Workshop; Southeastern Association of Law Schools Annual Conference 
 

 

 Towards a Political Philosophy of Corporate Crime 
JUL 2019 Crimfest! Annual Conference; Brooklyn Law School 

JUL 2019 Criminal Law and Theory Workshop; University of Toronto Faculty of Law 
 

 

 

 



 

W. ROBERT (WILL) THOMAS 

CURRICULUM VITAE   4/8 

 Incapacitating Criminal Corporations 
JAN 2019 Faculty Workshop; University of Michigan Ross School of Business 

DEC 2018 Faculty Workshop; University of South Carolina Law School 

DEC 2018 Criminal Law and Corporate Theory Workshop; University of Iowa Law School  

NOV 2018 Faculty Workshop; University of Wyoming School of Law School  

AUG 2018 Prospective Faculty Workshop; Southeastern Association of Law Schools Annual Conference  

JUN 2018 National Conference of Business Law Scholars; University of Georgia Law School  

JAN 2018 Junior Faculty Law Workshop; New England School of Law 
 

 

 Criminal Persons and Moral Agents 
NOV 2018 Symposium: Ethics of Corporate Moral Agency; Institute for Study of Markets and Ethics, 

Georgetown University McDonough School of Business 
 

 

 Fictionalism About Corporations 
JUL 2022 Legal Philosophy Workshop; Southeastern Association of Law Schools Annual Conference 

MAY 2018 Symposium on Multinational Entities; American Society of International Law 

OCT 2017 Corporate Personhood Workshop; University of Iowa Law School 

JUN 2017 National Conference of Business Law Scholars; University of Utah Law School 
 

 

 How and Why Corporations Became Persons Under the Criminal Law 
DEC 2016 Faculty Workshop; Boston University School of Law 

NOV 2016 Faculty Workshop; Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law 

AUG 2016 Workshop, Institute for the Study of Markets and Ethics; Georgetown University McDonough 
School of Business 

 

 

 The Ability and Responsibility of Corporate Law to Improve Criminal Fines 
JUN 2016 National Conference of Business Law Scholars; University of Chicago Law School 

DEC 2015 Faculty Workshop; Wharton School of Business 
 

 

 Invited Discussant 
SEP 2023 Commentator for Karen Woody, The Overlap of 10b5-1 Plans and Shadow Trading; Michigan State 

University College of Law 
JUN 2023 Commentator for NICO CORNELL, WRONGS AND RIGHTS COME APART (book manuscript); 

University of Michigan Law School 
JUN 2023 Commentator for MIRIAM BARR, MYTHS AND MISUNDERSTANDINGS IN WHITE-COLLAR CRIME 

(Cambridge Press 2023); Law & Society Association Annual Conference 
JUN 2023 Co-Organizer of Legal Philosophy Workshop; Trinity College Dublin 

JUN 2023 Commentator for J.S. NELSON, BUSINESS ETHICS: WHAT EVERYONE NEEDS TO KNOW (Oxford 
Press 2022); Law & Society Association Annual Conference 

MAY 2023 Participant (by invitation) in Analytic Legal Philosophy Conference, King’s College 
 

 

  

MEDIA COVERAGE &  APPEARANCES  

 COMMENTARY ON TRUMP ORGANIZATION, PRESIDENT TRUMP 
MAR 2024 J. Craig Williams, Trump and His Appeal Bond, on LAWYER 2 LAWYER, LEGAL TALK NETWORK, Mar. 

29, 2024 (link) 
MAR 2024 Oma Mohammed, Why Jon Stewart’s Home Overvaluation is Different from Donald Trump’s, NEWSWEEK, 

Mar. 28, 2024 (link) 

https://legaltalknetwork.com/podcasts/lawyer-2-lawyer/2024/03/trump-his-appeal-bond/
https://www.newsweek.com/why-jon-stewart-home-overvaluation-different-donald-trump-1884757
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MAR 2024 Scott Tong, Trump’s Bond Reduced by NY Appeals Court, on HERE & NOW, NAT’L PUB. RADIO, Mar. 25, 
2024 (link) 

MAR 2024 Madeline Halpert, Trump Wins Last-Minute Reprieve as Judge Cuts Fraud Bond to $175M, BBC NEWS, 
Mar. 25, 2024 (link) 

MAR 2024 Peter Grier & Sophie Hills, Courts Cut Trump’s Bond to $175 Million, But Set April Trial Date, 
CHRISTIAN SCI. MONITOR, Mar. 25, 2024 (link) 

MAR 2024 Omar Mohammed, How Trump Property Seizures Will Impact New York’s Real-Estate Industry, 
NEWSWEEK, Mar. 22, 2024 (link) 

MAR 2024 Will Thomas, Trump Judgments: What’s an Appeal Bond? What Happens if He Can’t Get a $454 Million 
Loan?, THE CONVERSATION, Mar. 20, 2024 (link) 

MAR 2024 Ella Lee, Trump’s Lawyers Say He Can’t Pose $464M Bond: What Happens Next, THE HILL, Mar. 20, 2024 
(link) 

MAR 2024 Madeline Halpert, Trump Needs a $646 Million Bond in Six Days. What If He Can’t Get It?, BBC NEWS, 
Mar. 19, 2024 (link) 

MAR 2024 Andrew Buncombe & Rozina Sabur, Will Donald Trump Face a Single Trial before November?, THE 

TELEGRAPH, Mar. 16, 2024 (link) 
FEB 2024 Peter O’Dowd, Trump to Pay Millions in Financial Fraud Case: Where Will that Money Go?, on HERE & 

NOW, NAT’L PUB. RADIO, Feb. 20, 2024 (link) 
FEB 2024 Ella Lee & Brett Samuels, Trump Q&A: How Much Does He Owe and How Fast Is the $355M Tab 

Growing?, THE HILL, Feb. 19, 2024 (link) 
FEB 2024 Bernard Condon, Trump Avoids ‘Corporate Death Penalty’ in Civil Fraud Case, But His Business Will Still 

Get Slammed, ASSOCIATED PRESS, Feb. 17, 2024 (link) 

FEB 2024 Jeanne Sahadi, Judge Engoron’s Ruling: What Will It Mean for Trump’s Businesses, CNN, Feb. 17, 2024 (link) 

FEB 2024 Trump Was Ordered to Pay $355 Million. What Happens If He Doesn’t?, ASSOCIATED PRESS, Feb. 17, 2024 
(link) 

FEB 2024 Rozina Sabur, Trump’s Flagship Tower Could Be Seized If He Doesn’t Pay Fine, Experts Say, THE 

TELEGRAPH, Feb. 17, 2024 (link) 

FEB 2024 New York Ruling Deals Trump Business a Major Blow, AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE, Feb. 17, 2024 (link) 

FEB 2024 Kayla Epstein et al., Trump Order to Pay $354M in New York Fraud Case, BBC, Feb. 16, 2024 (link) 

FEB 2024 Kayla Epstein, Key Takeaways from From Donald Trump’s ‘Overwhelming’ Fraud Trial Defeat, BBC, Feb. 16, 
2024 (link) 

FEB 2024 Trump’s Legal Debts Top a Half-Billion Dollars. Will He Have to Pay?, ASSOCIATED PRESS, Feb. 16, 2024 
(link) 

FEB 2024 Richard Luscombe & Lauren Aratani, Trump’s Legal Woes Have Now Set Him Back By More Than 
$500M—How Will He Pay?, THE GUARDIAN, Feb. 16, 2024 (link) 

FEB 2024 Ella Lee, Trump’s Finances Take Massive Hit from ‘Double Whammy’ of Legal Blows, THE HILL, Feb. 16, 
2024 (link) 

FEB 2024 Joy Wiltermuth, No Quick End to Trump’s Real Estate Business After New York Fraud Case Ruling, 
MARKETWATCH, Feb. 16, 2024 (link) 

FEB 2024 Kate Plummer, Donald Trump Might Need to Sell Assets to Cover Legal Costs, NEWSWEEK, Feb. 16, 2024 
(link) 

FEB 2024 Business Law Expert on Trump Civil Fraud Ruling: "The Court Was Really Paying Close Attention”, KNX 

NEWS, Feb. 16, 2024 (link) 

FEB 2024 Drive Time: Donald Trump Has Been Ordered to Pay $355 Million in New York Civil Fraud Trial, WCBS, 
Feb. 16, 2024 (link) 

FEB 2024 Jack Queen, Trump’s Civil Fraud Verdict Appeal May Hinge on 'No Victims' Defense, REUTERS, Feb. 16, 
2024 (link) 

FEB 2024 Analyst Speaks on Major Obstacles in Donald Trump’s Campaign, CBS DETROIT, Feb. 7, 2024 (link) 

https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2024/03/25/trump-bond-appeals-court
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-68659100
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2024/0325/Courts-cut-Trump-s-bond-to-175-million-but-set-April-trial-date?icid=rss
https://www.newsweek.com/trump-property-seizures-impact-new-york-real-estate-1882006
https://theconversation.com/trump-judgments-whats-an-appeal-bond-what-happens-if-he-cant-get-a-454-million-loan-226187
https://thehill.com/regulation/court-battles/4542736-trumps-lawyers-new-york-bond-what-happens-next/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-68609685
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/will-donald-trump-face-a-single-trial-before-november/ar-BB1k0C2P
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2024/02/20/trump-financial-fraud-case
https://thehill.com/regulation/court-battles/4477230-trump-qa-how-much-does-he-owe-and-how-fast-is-the-355m-tab-growing/
https://apnews.com/article/trump-new-york-business-fraud-lawsuit-1acac26e66862f497782350f172cf970
https://www.cnn.com/2024/02/17/economy/donald-trump-trial-ruling-business/index.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/trump-was-ordered-to-pay-355-million-us-what-happens-if-he-doesn-t-1.7118701
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/trump-flagship-tower-could-seized-183156796.html?guccounter=1
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20240216-new-york-ruling-deals-trump-business-a-major-blow
https://www.bbc.com/news/live/world-us-canada-68132436
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-68323487
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/new-york/articles/2024-02-16/trumps-legal-debts-top-a-half-billion-dollars-will-he-have-to-pay
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/feb/17/donald-trump-legal-fees-how-will-he-pay
https://thehill.com/regulation/court-battles/4473793-trumps-finances-take-massive-hit-legal-blows/
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/no-quick-end-to-trumps-real-estate-business-after-new-york-fraud-case-ruling-7c29db55
https://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-sell-assets-legal-costs-new-york-fraud-1870531
https://omny.fm/shows/knxam-on-demand/business-law-expert-on-trump-civil-fraud-ruling-th
https://omny.fm/shows/wcbsam-on-demand/drive-time-donald-trump-has-been-ordered-to-pay-35
https://www.reuters.com/legal/trumps-civil-fraud-verdict-appeal-may-hinge-no-victims-defense-2024-02-16/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EjiiS0QE_18
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FEB 2024 Susan Milligan, Financial Judgments Poised to Reveal Truth About Trump’s Wealth, U.S. NEWS & WORLD 

REP., Feb. 2, 2024 (link) 
JAN 2024 Bernard Condon, Taking Away Trump’s Business Empire Would Stand Alone Under New York Fraud Law, 

ASSOCIATED PRESS, Jan. 29, 2024 (link) 
JAN 2024 Lauren Aratani, Trump’s Tale of Business Genius Could Meet Sorry End in New York Fraud Trial, THE 

GUARDIAN, Jan. 6, 2024 (link) 
OCT 2023 Alicia Wallace & Nicole Goodkind, Outcome of Trump’s Fraud Trial Could Have ‘Seismic’ Impact on His 

Business, CNN, Nov. 8, 2023 (link) 

OCT 2023 Trump Says He Will Be in New York Court for Trial on His Business Practices, AL JAZEERA ENGLISH, Oct. 
2, 2023 (link) 

OCT 2023 Lauren Aratani, The Art of the Fraudulent Deal? Trump Organization Trial Set to Begin, THE GUARDIAN, 
Oct. 1, 2023 (link) 

SEP 2023 Brian Mann, Trump’s N.Y. Business Empire is ‘Greatly at Risk’ From Judge’s Fraud Ruling, NAT’L PUB. 
RADIO, Sep. 29, 2023 (link) 

SEP 2023 Lindsay Whitehurst & Bernard Condon, A Judge Found Trump Committed Fraud in Building His Real-
Estate Empire, ASSOCIATED PRESS, Sep. 29, 2023 (link) 

SEP 2023 Trump’s Business Empire Threatened By Judge’s Ruling, AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE, Sep. 29, 2023 (link) 
(French language coverage) 

SEP 2023 Judge Rules Donald Trump Defrauded Banks and Insurers While Building Real Estate Empire, ASSOCIATED 

PRESS, Sep. 27, 2023 (video link) 

AUG 2023 James Politi, The Donald Trump Show: Will the Chaos Help or Hinder?, FIN. TIMES, Aug. 4, 2023 (link) 

JUN 2023 Faculty Q&A, Trump Criminal Case Holds Twists, Turns and Potential Links to Other Major News Events, 
MICH. NEWS, Jun. 19, 2023 (link) 

APR 2023 Faculty Q&A, Trump Indictment Highlights Challenges of Prosecuting White-Collar Crime, MICH. NEWS, Apr. 
6, 2023 (link) 

SEP 2022 Michael R. Sisak & Larry Neumeister., “Art of the Steal”: Trump Accused of Vast Fraud in NY Suit, 
ASSOCIATED PRESS, Sep. 22, 2022 (link) 

SEP 2022 Rick Newman, Why New York State is Suing Trump Instead of Charging Him With Crimes, YAHOO! 
FINANCE, Sep. 23, 2022 (link) 

JAN 2022 Michael R. Sisak et al., A Fraud Case Against Trump? Not a Slam Dunk, Experts Say, ASSOCIATED 

PRESS, Jan. 20, 2022 (link) 

JUL 2021 Katherine Bang, Trump Organization & Allen Weisselberg Indicted on Tax Fraud Charges, PUBLIC RADIO 

BUSAN, July 6, 2021 (link) 

JUL 2021 Chris Megerian et al., Prosecutors: Trump Organization and CFO Allen Weisselberg Dodged Taxes for 15 
Years, L.A. TIMES, July 1, 2021 (link) 

JUL 2021 Rebecca Jarvis, Trump Organization, CFO Facing Criminal Charges, ABC WORLD NEWS TONIGHT, July 
1, 2021 

JUL 2021 Kris Reyes, Trump Organization and Its Chief Financial Officer Indicted on Tax Fraud Charges, CBC NEWS: 
THE NATIONAL, July 1, 2021 (link) 

JUN 2021 Chris Megerian & Del Wilber, What Could Happen to Donald Trump’s Company If It’s Indicted?, L.A. 
TIMES, June 30, 2021 (link) 

JAN 2021 Mihailis Diamantis & Will Thomas, Opinion, The Impeachment Trial Doesn’t Have to Be Pointless—
Provided It’s Not All About Trump, THE HILL, Feb. 9, 2021 (link) 

  

 COMMENTARY ON CORPORATE AND WHITE-COLLAR CRIME 
MAR 2024 Nick Muscavage, The ‘Albatross’ Deal Dragging Down Boeing, FIN. TIMES AGENDA, Mar. 11, 2024 (link) 

MAR 2024 The Endless Backlog of Cases Before the Supreme Court This Term, KCBS Radio, Mar. 3, 2024 (link) 

JAN 2024 Aaron Pressman, Roots of eBay Stalking Case Finally Revealed Amid Criminal Settlement, BOSTON GLOBE, 
Jan. 11, 2024 (link) 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/financial-judgments-poised-to-reveal-truth-about-trump-s-wealth/ar-BB1hFeYJ
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/taking-trumps-business-empire-stand-new-york-fraud-106754158
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/jan/06/donald-trump-new-york-fraud-trial-business-impact
https://www.cnn.com/2023/11/08/economy/business-trump-organization-fraud-trial/index.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/2/trump-says-he-will-be-in-new-york-court-for-trial-on-his-business-practices
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/oct/01/trump-organization-trial-new-york
https://www.npr.org/2023/09/29/1202534656/trump-fraud-ruling-new-york-business-empire-judge
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/a-judge-found-trump-committed-fraud-in-building-his-real-estate-empire-heres-what-happens-next/ar-AA1hlVxr
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/world/trumps-business-empire-threatened-by-judges-ruling/ar-AA1hmXg7?ocid=socialshare
https://www.tvanouvelles.ca/2023/09/27/lempire-economique-de-donald-trump-menace-par-la-justice
https://apnews.com/video/fraud-new-york-lawsuits-donald-trump-will-thomas-80a79bd41c094d85afbc134634a0e462
https://www.ft.com/content/3e0bfaf4-1226-4c9e-ada9-cf4a7c40df1f
https://news.umich.edu/u-m-expert-trump-criminal-case-holds-twists-turns-and-potential-links-to-other-major-news-events/
https://news.umich.edu/trump-indictment-highlights-challenges-of-prosecuting-white-collar-crime/
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-sued-new-york-letitia-james-ec6b3b91b6c8594495ada7d0a2b80a2f
https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/why-new-york-state-is-suing-trump-instead-of-charging-him-with-crimes-140720431.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/article257537243.html
https://www.befm.or.kr/program/template.php?midx=89&pg=morning&cn=morning_sp&mode=view&page=1&intnum=29332
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2021-07-01/hold-hold-new-york-prosecutorsxxxx-trump-organization-on-tax-charges
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odZQ-I9yXuI
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2021-06-30/what-could-happen-to-donald-trumps-company-if-its-indicted
https://thehill.com/opinion/judiciary/537939-the-impeachment-trial-doesnt-have-to-be-pointless-provided-its-not-all?rnd=1612843389
https://www.agendaweek.com/c/4442054/578364
https://omny.fm/shows/kcbsam-on-demand/the-endless-backlog-of-cases-before-the-supreme-co
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2024/01/11/business/ebay-settles-criminal-charges-over-harassing-natick-couple-new-details-emerge/
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NOV 2023 Nick Muscavage, SEC Cracks Down on Restrictive Separation Agreements, FIN. TIMES AGENDA, Nov. 6, 
2023 (link) 

NOV 2023 White Collar Crimes: How They’re Harming the Public and Economy, KCBS Radio, Nov. 5, 2023 (link) 

OCT 2023 Will Thomas, Opinion, Trump’s New York Trial Exposes the Sad Reality of White-Collar Crime Enforcement, 
MSNBC, Oct. 7, 2023 (link) 

FEB 2023 Nick Muscavage, SEC Clarifies Clawback Rule, But PvP Remains Vague, FIN. TIMES AGENDA, Feb. 10, 
2023 (link) 

FEB 2023 Featured Guest, Is a Crackdown Coming on Corporate Crime?, ROSS BUSINESS & SOCIETY PODCAST, 
Feb. 6, 2023 (link) 

DEC 2022 

 

Nick Muscavage, Boards Bracing for Final Rules on ESG, Cybersecurity, FIN. TIMES AGENDA, Dec. 2, 
2022 (link) 

OCT 2022 

 

Nick Muscavage, DOJ Talks Tough After Enforcement Ticks Down, FIN. TIMES AGENDA, Oct. 3, 2022 
(link) 

AUG 2022 Lateshia Beachum, Visa Could Be Liable in Suit Over Child Sexual Abuse Material on Pornhub, Other Sites, 
WASH. POST, Aug. 1, 2022 (link) 

MAR 2022 Aaron Pressman, Bizarre Harassment of Natick Couple by eBay was ‘Clearly Criminal,’ Company Admitted, 
BOSTON GLOBE, Mar. 17, 2022 (link) 

JUN 2020 Will Thomas, Opinion, PG&E’s Conviction Takes Corporate Crime Seriously—Its Punishment Doesn’t, THE 

HILL, June 20, 2020 (link) 

MAR 2020 Katherine Blunt, PG&E to Plead Guilty to Involuntary Manslaughter Charges in Deadly California Wildfire, 
WALL ST. J., Mar. 23, 2020 (link) 

FEB 2020 Michael Hobbs, The Golden Age of White-Collar Crime, HUFFINGTON POST, Feb. 10, 2020 (link) 

  
 COVERAGE OF ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP 
NOV 2022 Russell Mokhier, Can You Name Ten Corporate Criminals?, CORPORATE CRIME REPORTER, Nov. 7, 

2022 (link) 
SEP 2022 Jeff Karoub, Allegations in NY Civil Suit Against Trump Detailed, Though Delays Likely, MICH. ROSS 

FACULTY NEWS & RESEARCH, Sep. 29, 2022 (link) 

AUG 2022 Featured Guest, IN LIEU OF FUN PODCAST, Aug. 1, 2022 (link) 

OCT 2021 There’s No Such Thing as Corporate Criminal Law, Michigan Ross Professor Says, MICH. ROSS FACULTY 

NEWS & RESEARCH, Oct. 21, 2021 (link) 

OCT 2021 Corporate Criminal Law Doesn’t Exist, CORPORATE CRIME REPORTER, Oct. 12, 2021 (link) 

JUL 2021 Russell Mokhier, To Strengthen Corporate Criminal Law, Get Rid of the Doctrine of Respondeat Superior, 
CORPORATE CRIME REPORTER, July 26, 2021 (link) 

MAR 2021 Bob Needham, We Need a New Approach to Corporate Crime, Ross Professor Argues, MICH. ROSS FACULTY 

NEWS & RESEARCH , Mar. 9, 2021 (link) 

APR 2020 Australian Law Reform Commission, Final Report: Corporate Criminal Responsibility, Apr. 1, 2020 
(link) 

FEB 2019 Russell Mokhier, William Robert Thomas on Rehabilitating Corporate Retribution and Incapacitation, 
CORPORATE CRIME REPORTER, FEB. 5, 2019 (link) 

  

  

ACADEMIC SERVICES  

 UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
2022– Area Representative, Community Values Committee 

2021–24 Course Coordinator, Business Law & Ethics (BL 300) 
2021–23 RIS Representative, Business Law & Ethics (BL 300) 

2023 Professional Development Dinner Keynote, Preparation Initiative Program 
2023 Invited Speaker, MREACH Program 

2022-23 Member, Teaching Excellence & Innovation Taskforce 

https://www.agendaweek.com/c/4302904/556504/cracks_down_restrictive_separation_agreements
https://omny.fm/shows/kcbsam-on-demand/white-collar-crimes-how-theyre-harming-the-public
https://www.msnbc.com/opinion/msnbc-opinion/trump-new-york-lawsuit-exposes-ubiquity-white-collar-crime-rcna119260
https://www.agendaweek.com/lead/enroll/3930184/509644
https://business-and-society-with-michigan-ross.simplecast.com/episodes/106-is-a-crackdown-coming-on-corporate-crime-the-practical-value-of-self-reflection
https://www.agendaweek.com/c/3844654/497494
https://www.agendaweek.com/c/3767254/486594/talks_tough_after_enforcement_ticks_down
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/08/01/visa-mindgeek-liable-payment-processors/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2022/03/17/business/bizarre-harassment-natick-couple-by-ebay-was-clearly-criminal-company-admitted/
https://thehill.com/opinion/criminal-justice/503691-pges-conviction-takes-corporate-crime-seriously-its-punishment
https://www.wsj.com/articles/pg-e-to-plead-guilty-to-involuntary-manslaughter-charges-in-deadly-california-wildfire-11584962649
https://www.huffpost.com/highline/article/white-collar-crime/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/can-you-name-ten-corporate-criminals/
https://michiganross.umich.edu/news/michigan-ross-business-law-scholar-allegations-ny-civil-suit-against-trump-detailed-though
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2gVvHxJBps
https://michiganross.umich.edu/news/there-s-no-such-thing-corporate-criminal-law-michigan-ross-professor-says
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/corporate-criminal-law-doesnt-exist/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/to-strengthen-corporate-criminal-law-get-rid-of-the-doctrine-of-respondeat-superior/
https://michiganross.umich.edu/news/we-need-new-legal-approach-corporate-crime-ross-professor-argues
https://www.alrc.gov.au/publication/corporate-criminal-responsibility/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/william-robert-thomas-rehabilitating-corporate-retribution-incapacitation/


 

W. ROBERT (WILL) THOMAS 

CURRICULUM VITAE   8/8 

2021 Keynote Speaker, Ross All Access Weekend 
2019–21 Affiliated Research Fellow, University of Michigan Center on Finance, Law, and Policy 

  

 EXTERNAL SERVICE 
202424  Organizing Chair, Legal Philosophy Workshop (link) 

2022–24  Executive Committee, Legal Philosophy Workshop (link) 

2021–24  Founder & Lead Organizer, Junior Scholars Legal Research Workshop (link) 
recurring Ad hoc Reviewer, CRIMINAL LAW AND PHILOSOPHY (2021), ISRAEL LAW REVIEW (2022), JOURNAL 

OF MANAGEMENT REVIEW (2019, 2020), SYNTHESE (2021) 
  

  

TEACHING EXPERIENCE  

 UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, STEPHEN M. ROSS SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 

2022–24 Business Law and Ethics (BL 533), OMBA Program 

2019–24 Business Law and Ethics (BL 300), BBA Program 
  

 HARVARD LAW SCHOOL 
2018 Theories of Punishment (reading group) 

2017–19 First Year Legal Research & Writing 
  

 UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, PHILOSOPHY DEPARTMENT 
2014 Contemporary Moral Problems: The Corporation and Society 

2014 Types of Philosophy (graduate student instructor w/ V. Caston) 

2012 Introduction to Moral Principles and Problems 

2010 Introduction to Informal Logic (graduate student instructor w/ D. Jacobson) 
  

  

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  

 CLEARY GOTTLIEB STEEN & HAMILTON LLP 
2015–17 Associate, Corporate and White-Collar Investigations 

  

 OFFICE OF THE FEDERAL PUBLIC DEFENDER 
2013–15 Appellate Litigation Fellow to the Northern District of Ohio 

  

 U.S. COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE SIXTH CIRCUIT 
2012–13 Law Clerk to the Honorable Karen Nelson Moore 

  

 THE HUFFINGTON POST 
2007–08 Political Reporter; Associate Editor 

  

 TALKING POINTS MEMO 
2006–07 Front Page Editor; Investigative Researcher 

  

  

BAR MEMBERSHIPS  

 MARYLAND 

 DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/site/legalphilosophyworkshop/home
https://sites.google.com/site/legalphilosophyworkshop/home
https://sites.google.com/umich.edu/jslrw/

