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THE SEPAR!-~.1'E-COURSE METHOD OF TEACHING BUSINESS LAH 

Russell Decker 

Most colleges and univer sities vrhich offer Business Law f olloH -vrhat I refer 
to as the package-course or continuous-course method. This is the method whereby 
each student starts his course in one semester and in two consecutive semesters 
(or t hree quarters) runs t he gamut of all the areas of Business Latr, touchi ng 
each lightly as he scampers by, always in quest of the end of the course . A 
large number of colleges and universities are beginning to turn totmrd what I 
shall call the separate-course method of teaching Business Lm·r, and it is for 
tha t reason that I would like to discuss it. 

Under the separate-course method, each student begins his study of Business 
Law tvi th a three-hour one-semester course vlhich includes an i ntroduction to t he 
study of Business Lmr and a t horough exploration of the principles of contract 
law. This course is then followed by other one-semester three-hour courses de­
termined by the student's maj or area of concentration. Under this plan a student 
maj oring in .Ma.rl,eting takes the Introductory-Contra cts follmred by a course i n 
the Law of Sal es and Narl~eting; the accounting and f inance student f ollows his 
Introductory-Contracts cour se vri th Negotiable lnstru.rnents, and other st udents 
similarily f ollow 1.rith advanced courses such as Business Associations, Real Estate , 
Trusts and Estates, Taxation, Labor Law, B'l..nl~ruptcy, and Business Torts . 

To illust rate a practical use of this plan, I have appended a table showing 
the offerings and requirements at Bm.rling Green State Uni versj_ty. Please ob­
serve that this listi ng indicates only the required courses . We have many in­
st ances each year of students vrho elect second, third, and even four th Business 
Law courses . Under our plan the st udent begins his study of Business Law in the 
first sen1ester of his junior year after he has had all his liberal-arts or 
general-education courses. We are also nm-r giving staff consideration to a plan 
whereby the student tvill be permitted complete freedom to select all courses 
beyond the Introductory-Contracts course vri t h only t he requirement t hat he take 
a second course. 

We feel that this pl an provides for a more efficient use of the Business 
Law courses to carry out vrhat we consider to be their real objectives . \·le 

recognize that all busines s activity must be conducted within a fr&.'1le>·rork of law. 
This l egal environment forms the basis for common rules of conduct among busi­
nessmen . The activities of the business world must be conducted in such a manner 
as to imply that there is a common code of legal r esponsibility among businessmen 
and their customers. Businessmen must have a high degree of knm-rledge of the 
concepts embodied. in these rul es . I t i s for thi s reason that a study of t he 
fundamentals of Bus i ness Law i s i mperative in a college curriculum r elating to 
fields of business administration, cow~erce or finance. 

At the outset ; it should be noted that it is not the purpose of college 
course s in Business Lm.r to create lavryers . Such must be left to t he concent r at ed 
di s ci plines of the law schools . The pr i ncipal purpose of course s i n Business 
La11 should be to acqua int the future busi nessman with the broad concepts of the 
legality of his business activity so that he can recognize the need for expert 
legal counsel in given situations and be able to underst and the advice and i ns ­
tructions given him by such legal. counsel. The courses also have consider able 
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value in permitting the future businessman to recognize common pit-falls of 
business procedures, thus enabling him to practice \-lithin his own business a high 
degree of what might be called "preventive law." A third and perhaps an intan­
gible purpose of the courses should be to assist the student to develop disciplined 
thinking processes. As a businessman he will be continually called upon to 
analyze factual and technical situations, to compare alternatives, to apply 
deductive reasoning to them, and to make decisions. Business Law greatly assists 
him in schooling his mind in the direction needed for this responsibility; and 
we feel that our method of teaching does a better job in carrying out this 
broad objective of Business Lavr. · 

One of the principal advantage& of this separate-course method as compared 
to the customary package-course method is that the student is given a better 
foundation of the concept of the contract. It recognizes that the business con­
tract is the foundation of all Business La'\·T. Once the student grasps this 
concept, he is ready to proceed into other advanced and specialized phases of 
Business Law. But all study of Business Lmv must start with the concept of 
contract. 

A second advantage is that it allows the student a more thorough concentra­
tion on those parts of the Business Lavr which are of special concern to hiw and 
to his business and professional interests. The details of his most needed 
principles of Business Law are not obscured by a mass of rules of lm1 with 
which he has no particular concern. His thought-processes are more accuralP1y 
stimulated as he is \Wrking upon practical problems in '\vhich his intereBt :Ls 
high. 

It is submitted that no special personnel are needed to teach by this method; 
we all were trained by this method in our studies in law school. No special 
facilities are needed on the campus. No additional classes will be needed as 
most students will take only one more additional course over and above the 
Introductory-Contracts course, and thus he -vrill be taking only 6 semester hours., 
the same as he -vrould take under the paclmge-course method. More course offerings 
will be needed, but no more teachers, as there ivHl be fewer sections. It 
should also be more popular with the teaching faculty, as it adds some variety 
to the routine of teaching the same old courses each semester. At our University, 
we share the teaching of the Introductory-Contracts course, an(l then are able 
to develop a field of specialization for each of us in the advanced areas. 

In the past, foll01-ling the separate-course method has been difficult due 
to the lack of good textbooks and casebooks. I say this recognizing all the 
vrriting talent in our organization. But, if you will examine all the Busj_ness 
Laiv texts nm·r on the market; you will find that it is difficult to adjust the:J to 
routines built around this method. For example, I contend that the first 2~30 
pages of Prof. Lusk's book are not adequate to keep my students busy for one 
semester, and lmr school books are too heavy for this type of course. Hhen I 
came to BGSU in 1952 I found this Introductory-Contracts course being taught 
from Clark on Contracts and 1'hrockmorton' s cases 1 both of which were published 
in 1931, and neither of which included any material on introductory matters. 
Investigation revealed that there was no other casebook on the market \vhich 
collected cases exclusively on contracts except those of a much higher stature 
which were used in lmv school courses of 6 to 9 hours' duration. Also, it >vas 
noted that the student's desire to follovr the cases in Throckra.orton' s selectton 
was often hindered as he became confused by factual situations ivhich could not 
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happen today because of modern conrrnunication methods . For example ) the student 

could not understand 1trhy a lav suit developed in the classic case of Eliason 

y_. Henshm1 11here it took four days to deliver a message beti-reen tmms only 

eighteen miles apart) nor 11hy the master of the ship in Couturier v. Hast:Le 

did not send a radio message to his mmer in London) and thus avoid a legal 

entanglement. 

\ve found that the law school casebooks could be used for the advanced cour ses) 

and it is such that we nm1 use) relying basically on Hest's American Cacebook 

Series. But it became obvious that if l·re l·ren:; to follow the separate-course 

method it 1-ras important to select a set of modern cases 1-rhich could happen 

commercially today) and \vhich vere adaptable for use in a one-semester) three-

hour course devoted exclusively to the introductory matters and the subject of 

contracts. Thus my casebook \vas born. In selecting this group of cases) it 

was desired to provide the student vri th a broad foundation of 1.mderstanding of 

the business contract in order that he might recognize cormnon pitfalls in contract­

ing) and be better able to grasp the advanced courses in his major area of 

concentration. 

If I may be allmred to get in a "commercial," let me say that the bool: lvill 

be published by Matthevr Bender and Co. this idnter; * in time for use in classe c> 

at the beginning of the second semester. vie have been assured of copies by 

February 1st.# It is a combination casebool\: (vi th 105 cases) and textbook vrith 

some 50;000 words of text material interspersed among the cases. It is believed 

to be the only book of its kind on the market--that is, one devoted only to 

Introductory-Contracts matters for a three-hour; one-semester course. 

Now back to the separate course method itself. Let me say in conclusion 

that 1-re at BGSU feel that it's the best 1-ray to approach the problem; and are 

planning on continuing this procedure. He feel that it gives the added and needed 

emphasis to the contracts concept; and at the same time allows the student to 

become quite 11ell acquainted with the principles of law in the areas uhere his 

interest is high and his specialization needed. 
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